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With legs toss'd high on her sophee she sits
Vouchsafing audience to contending wits.
Young's is not the method of ferocity; and thanks to
Horace, his lectures upon the sins of society aim at
amusement as well as instruction. He followed openly
the jocular satiric way, aspiring in Satire I
The courtly Roman's shining path to tread.
And sharply smile prevailing folly dead.
Literary politics made it obligatory for the satirists
to assail their own kind; and, as Lloyd says, 'authors5
wranglings will create the very quintessence of hate',
As far back as Elizabethan days Nashe, Greene, and
Harvey had been embroiled; Jonson had his famous
set-to with Dekker and Marston over the little eyases;
Dryden remarked, as leader of the poetic opposition,
that Shadwell's chief distinction was his stupidity.
Under Georgian conditions, from Pope onward, the
battles continued. The Dunciad and other of Pope's
satires bristle with literary insult; Lloyd calls Murphy
the dramatist a raker of dung, and Churchill ridicules
Johnson, who, in his turn, has hard words for Mallet and
Churchill. This last also came to dislike Paul White-
head. Both were for some time attached to the Medmen-
ham brotherhood; but Whitehead was probably never
intimate or in sympathy with the considerably younger
Churchill, who looked upon him as a prurient old para-
site, and described him as such in The Candidate and
elsewhere. Churchill takes off Pomposo (Johnson)
briskly enough in The Ghost:
Horrid, unwieldy, without form.
Savage as ocean in a storm,
Of size prodigous, in the rear.